The clinical significance and management of apical accessory canals in maxillary central incisors.
The maxillary central incisor is considered to be the least difficult subject for a clinical endodontic experience. However, the internal anatomy of maxillary central incisors can present a number of variations, including multiple accessory canals. This article highlights the clinical significance and management of accessory canals located in the apical one-third of maxillary central incisors. The authors present two case reports in which failure to detect the accessory canals led to root canal failure and subsequent surgical intervention. Another two case reports present the serendipitous discovery and nonsurgical management of accessory canals during the initial treatment of maxillary incisors. It is important for the clinician to be able to detect the signs suggesting the presence of accessory canals in maxillary central incisors. Failure to do so may lead to a less-than-optimal endodontic treatment outcome.